
DRAWING FUNDAMENTALS / ARD273 _project#2 
 

FADE TO BLACK__________ DUE 10/20/14 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
This assignment's formal considerations revolve around value. Understanding value 
helps us determine depth, volume, space and light in imagery. Following in-class 
exercises designed to strengthen understanding of value; you will complete one 
finished drawing exploring ideas of Memento Mori. Momento Mori is a Latin phrase 
translated as "remember your mortality." 
 
RESEARCH: 
Begin by reviewing some of the artists referenced on the class website. Take note of 
how an object can carry symbolism, and when combined with other objects carries 
even greater content and conceptual weight.  
-What items reference impermanence? Death? Mortality?  
-How is this concept reaffirmed by the use of value (fade to black), and the manner 
in which something is rendered?  
 
APPROACH 
Find at least three objects that call to mind issues of mortality. (Consider that you will 
have to work with these at home and bring them into class.) Once you have 
selected your objects, set them up as a still life with a strong light directed on them. 
Consider how the arrangement and lighting can reinforce your ideas. What about 
your other formal choices?  
 
Complete (3) preliminary studies of your still life. These should be done in your 
sketchbook, or on newsprint. Utilize pencil to create a light gestural underdrawing. 
Progress the studies with the use of charcoal to enhance form and value. Be 
attentive to composition, presence of polar values, and accuracy of form.   
When you have completed your thumbnail sketches and selected a good 
composition, translate your drawing to finished surface. 
 
COMPLETION: 
The finished drawing must:  
-contain at minimum of 3 still life items. 
-reference mortality. 
-utilize a full range of value. 
-occupy the entire surface area of paper. 
-employ charcoal for at least 75% of image. 
-be kept flat, stored appropriately and fixed with workable fixative. 
-be titled.  
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
Form 

-Inclusion of chiaroscuro: Employment of a full value range, making use of polar 
values effectively. 
-Attention to scale, proportion and accuracy of form. 



-Intentional and appropriate choice of composition including distribution of 
positive and negative space. 
-An exploration of varying line types. 
-A broad examination of the unique characteristics of charcoal.  
 

 
Content  

-Consider ideas involving: vanity, aging, earthly possessions, pleasures, 
achievements, vices, risks and injury.  
-What objects or subjects exemplify "Here today, gone tomorrow" or "ashes to 
ashes...dust to dust"? Skulls? Bones?  
-Recall different cultural perspectives i.e. Dia de los Muertos. Can you create an 
elegy (poem for the dead)?   
-What are other daily reminders of our inevitable death? How will you use them? 
-How do you show the passage of time? Wrinkles? Rot? Decay? Corrosion? 
 

 
Materials: 

3 or more still life items  
Charcoal (all varieties) 
All graphite pencils 
Erasers 
18”X24” drawing paper pad  

 
 
Terms: 
Value (Tone)- Relative lightness or darkness. White is the lightest value, black is the darkest value. 

Chiaroscuro- The systematic use of extreme light and dark to create the illusion of solid form in space. 

Modeling- Tonal modulation of a surface; shading to suggest three-dimensionality in a surface. 

Opaque- Not allowing light through. The opposite of transparent. 

Transparent- Allowing the free passage of both light and image. Completely clear. 

Volume- The amount of space that a substance or objects occupies, or that is enclosed within a 
container. 

Mass- The quantity of matter that a body contains. 

Reflected light- Light, which is reflected from one surface to another. 

 


